Use of capsule endoscopy for established Crohn's disease.
There remains significant uncertainty regarding the role of capsule endoscopy in the setting of known inflammatory bowel disease (IBD). Capsule endoscopy should be considered for patients who have indeterminate colitis, who are failing medical therapy or who may require colectomy, who have truly unexplained symptoms based on standard endoscopy and radiography, and who have IBD and obscure bleeding. Although capsule endoscopy clearly detects small bowel pathology with greater sensitivity than other methods, the implications of these lesions are not fully understood. At this time, use of capsule endoscopy as a tool for the evaluation of mucosal healing or for prognostication of post-operative recurrence remains investigational.